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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
**xxx Excerpt from The Air-Brake: A Practical Presentation of the Modern Developments of the Air-Brake for
Steam and Electric Railroad Trains The development. Of the many accessory appliances with which the rolling
stock of our railways is fitted, has been the subject of a great deal of study and investigation. Of the many
appliances which have received careful and systematic study, the braking apparatus may be mentioned as one
of the most important. The time when the question of braking first received attention dates back further than
the time when highways became sufficiently well made and well maintained to permit of vehicles being drawn
at a moderate rate of speed. When wheeled vehicles, drawn at speeds of 10 or 15 miles per hour, first made
their appearance, it was found necessary to provide means by which they could be easily and quickly stopped
in case of an emergency. The first carts and wagons, built for agricultural purposes, were of such construction
that the resist ance of the earth and axle were sufficient to bring them to rest in a reasonable length of time on
ordinary roads. In cases of steep grades, the motion was retarded by one or both wheels being locked with
chains, or by a stone or piece of timber being chained to the axle and dragged along the ground behind the
vehicle. It 13 interesting to note that the question of braking has steadily increased in importance as the
demand for higher speed has increased. This applies equally well to all classes of vehicles, including railway
trains, street and. Interurban cars, automobiles, and wagons. The first forms of braking apparatus adopted
have formed the basis of almost all brake appliances which...
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