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Barbara A. Hanawalt s richly detailed account offers an intimate
view of everyday life in Medieval England that seems at once
surprisingly familiar and yet at odds with what many experts
have told us. She argues that the biological needs served by the
family do not change and that the ways fourteenth- and
fifteenth-century peasants coped with such problems as
providing for the newborn and the aged, controlling premarital
sex, and alleviating the harshness of their material environment
in many ways correspond with our twentieth-century solutions.
Using a remarkable array of sources, including over 3,000
coroners inquests into accidental deaths, Hanawalt emphasizes
the continuity of the nuclear family from the middle ages into
the modern period by exploring the reasons that families served
as the basic unit of society and the economy. Providing such
fascinating details as a citation of an incantation against rats,
evidence of the hierarchy of bread consumption, and
descriptions of the games people played, her study illustrates the
flexibility of the family and its capacity to adapt to radical
changes in society. She notes that even the terrible population...
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Reviews

A top quality publication along with the font used was intriguing to read. I really could comprehended everything
using this written e ebook. Its been designed in an remarkably straightforward way and it is only a?er i finished
reading through this publication by which basically altered me, modify the way i believe.
-- Ca thr ine La r kin Sr .       

Very useful to all of group of people. I actually have read through and so i am certain that i will planning to study yet
again once again down the road. I am just very easily can get a satisfaction of looking at a created book.
-- Ma r k B er nier     
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