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Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Review of the Transactions of the Credit Mobilier Company: And an
Examination of That Portion of the Testimony Taken by the Committee of Investigation and Reported to the
House of Representatives at the Last Session of the Forty-Second Congress, Which Relates to Mr. Garfield The
events of the late winter recall forcibly a declaration made more than twenty-two centuries ago, by a man who
possessed a profound knowledge of human nature and society. In answering a grave charge made against his
public conduct, he said he did not stand on equal ground with his accusers, for the reason that people listen to
accusation more readily than to defense. This remark has sometimes been thought cynical and unjust; but
there is much in our recent history that gives it force. In no period of the political life of this country has the
appetite for scandal been keener, or its exercise less restrained, than during the last year. One of our most
brilliant and influential journalists, in an address delivered a few days since to a convention of his professional
brethren in Indiana, while speaking of the present tone of the press, used this emphatic language: The law
presumes a man to be innocent until he is proved guilty. The press, not merely usurping the functions of the law
in arraigning a man whom the constable has no warrant to arrest, goes still further, and assumes him, prima
facie, to be guilty. After many weeks, if the case of the accused comes to trial, he is acquitted; the law makes
him an honest man; but there is the newspaper which has condemned him, and cannot, with a dozen
retractions, erase the...
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