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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print
on Demand *****, *Includes pictures *Discusses how the battle was fought and legends about the battle such as
Pheidippides running back to Athens *Includes a bibliography for further reference The Athenians.charged the
barbarians at a run. Now the distance between the two armies was little short of eight furlongs [about a mile].
The Persians, therefore, when they saw the Greeks coming on at speed, made ready to receive them, although it
seemed to them that the Athenians were bereft of their senses, and bent upon their own destruction; for they
saw a mere handful of men coming on at a run without either horsemen or archers. - Herodotus The Ancient
Greeks have long been considered the forefathers of modern Western civilization, but the Golden Age of Athens
and the spread of Greek influence across much of the known world only occurred due to one of the most
crucial battles of antiquity: the Battle of Marathon. In 491 B.C., following a successful invasion of Thrace over
the Hellespont, the Persian emperor Darius sent envoys to the main Greek city-states, including Sparta and
Athens, demanding tokens of earth and water as symbols of submission, but Darius didn t exactly get the reply
he sought. According to Herodotus in his famous Histories, Xerxes however had not sent to Athens or to Sparta
heralds to demand the gift of earth, and for this reason, namely because at the former time when Dareios had
sent for this very purpose, the one people threw the men who made the demand into the pit and the others into
a well, and bade them take from thence earth and water and bear them to the king. Thus, in 490 B.C., after the
revolt...
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