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**xxx Excerpt from The American Biographical Dictionary: Containing an Account of the Lives, Characters, and
Writings of the Most Eminent Persons Deceased in North America, From lIts First Settlement The following work
presents itself to the public with no claims to attention, but such as are founded upon the interest which may be
felt in the lives Of Americans. Finding himself, a few years ago, in a literary retirement, with no important duties
which pressed immediately upon him, the author conceived the plan of this Dictionary. He was desirous Of
bringing to the citizens of the United States more information than was generally possessed, respecting the
illustrious men Of former times, the benefactors and ornaments of this country, who have passed away. He
persuaded himself that, if he could collect the fragments Of biography, which were buried in the mass of
American history, or scattered amidst a multitude of tracts Of various kinds, and could fashion these materials
into a regular form, SO as to place before the eye our great and good men, if not in their full dimensions, yet in
their true shape, he Should render an acceptable service to his country men. This work, with no little labor, he
has now completed; and the inexperienced artist, in his first essay, can hope only that his design will be
commended. He wishes chie?y, that, as the images of departed excellence are surveyed, the spirit which
animated them may be caught by the beholder. As an apology, however, for the deficiencies and errors of
various kinds which may be found in the work, a full exposition of his plan, and some representation of the
difficulty of executing it, seem to be necessary. About the...
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