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MIT Press Ltd, United States, 2003. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Language: English . Brand New Book.
The components of living systems strike us as functional-as for the sake of certain ends -- and as endowed with
specific norms of performance. The mammalian eye, for example, has the function of perceiving and
processing light, and possession of this property tempts us to claim that token eyes are supposed to perceive
and process light. That is, we tend to evaluate the performance of token eyes against the norm described in the
attributed functional property. Hence the norms of nature.What, then, are the norms of nature? Whence do
they arise? Out of what natural properties or relations are they constituted? In Norms of Nature, Paul Sheldon
Davies argues against the prevailing view that natural norms are constituted out of some form of historical
success -- usually success in natural selection. He defends the view that functions are nothing more than effects
that contribute to the exercise of some more general systemic capacity. Natural functions exist insofar as the
components of natural systems contribute to the exercise of systemic capacities. This is so irrespective of the
system s history. Even if the mammalian eye had never been selected for, it would have the function of
perceiving and processing light, because those are the effects that contribute to the exercise of the visual
system. The systemic approach to conceptualizing natural norms, claims Davies, is superior to the historical
approach in several important ways. Especially significant is that it helps us understand how the attribution of
functions within the life sciences coheres with the methods and ontology of the natural sciences generally.
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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . This book usually
ship within 10-15 business days and we will endeavor to dispatch orders quicker than this
where possible. Brand New Book. Excerpt from The...
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Paperback. Condition: New. Thisis an International Edition Brand New. Same Title Authorand
Edition as listed. Standard Delivery within 3-7 business days ACROSS THE GLOBE. We can ship
to PO Boxaddressin US....
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Student Workbook for Physics for Scientists and Engineers with Modern
Physics: A Strategic Approach, Chapters 1-42, 1st

Pearson Addison Wesley, Boston, MA., 2004. Softcover. Condition: New. 1st Edition. Still in
Shrinkwrap, Includes Student Access Kit. Multiple copies available this title. Quantity
Available: 4. Shipped Weight: Under 1 kilo. Category: Science & Technologys;...
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