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Createspace, United States, 2011. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print
on Demand *****. Half a century ago the Ahmadu Bello University did not exist. The bustling town of Samaru,
the seat of the main campus, was occupied by a smattering of farming villages; open savanna grassland where
game could be had. The ancient walled city of Zaria stood nearby. Zaria was then as now a renowned center of
Islamic learning and Hausa civilization. In the years ahead the city would lend its proud name to the future
university. The university would add the name of Zaria to its oGicial name. In time the university would grow. It
would become the largest and the finest university in the country and one of the best in Africa. It would attract
to its halls of learning students and scholars from across the world. In all these it would come to fulfill the
dreams of the founding fathers. Today the Ahmadu Bello University Zaria is the pride of the people of Zaria and
it is the pride of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. From the early to the mid-1980s, under the auspices of the
International Monetary Fund (IFM), African governments, including that of Nigeria, adopted the policy known as
the Structural Adjustment Program. The policy required governments to tighten their belts, cut spending, and
lay oG workers. In return governments were given loans at high interest rates. By the end of the decade most
African countries predictably had become chronically indebted to the IMF. African economies were in tatters
and the eGect this had on the educational system was dramatic. An informative examination of the challenges
and possibilities that exist on an African campus, John Otim s journey through the tragedies and triumphs of
the Ahmadu Bello University is...
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