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anything | have a keener pleasure than in the hearing . . . by the hearthside, or looking down into green water,
or on the upland road that strings glen upon glen along its white swaying neck . . . of the old tales and poems of
beauty and wonder, retold sometimes in an untarnished excellence, sometimes crudely, sometimes so disguised
in the savour of the place and hour that not then and perhaps not for long, are they recognized in accent or
discerned in feature. Perhaps this pleasure is the greater because it is the pleasure of the tale-lover, for the tales
sake, rather than of the tale-collector, for the quests sake. | do not know how many tales and fragments of tales
and broken legends | have heard, now here, now there; or what proportion of these was old, or what
proportion of them was of the fantasy or dreaming mind of to-day, or how...
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